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sum instead of for ever being asked for small sums for all
manner of objects. Besides, membership of these various
bodies is not for the rank and file, it is for the leaders, the
educated and the gentry, and even in a period of low prices
these must be ready to support any organization that
promises active work in the fight against the various causes
and effects of all the troubles which surround us.1 After
all, these subscriptions are nothing to the various items
of unnecessary and often harmful expenditure which these
same people are cheerfully paying.

This scheme worked admirably in one district except for
one association whose provincial headquarters refused to
accept as its local branch a sub-committee of the Dehat
Sitdhar Committee. Once provincial bodies, however,
realized the difficulties of the districts and the benefits
which such a scheme offered, they would probably
be only too willing to modify the wording of their
rules to allow them to affiliate district branches which
adopted this form. Anyway, for those districts which feel
the difficulty I have described, this solution is worth a
trial.

Democracy depends for its success on three things :
(i) Leadership,
(ii) Unpaid service.

(iii) Prompt and loyal obedience, particularly in the
matter of working or paying, to the decisions of one's
fellows duly assembled whether in village, town, district,
or provincial capital.

These Dehat Sitdhar Committees and the village councils
and co-operative societies afford an excellent means of
teaching and developing these three ingredients of
success,

1 See pp. 17, 18.